CHAPTER XVIII
FAIR   ROSAMUND   AND   GUINEVERE
As we have already seen, communications passed between Irving and the late Poet Laureate with a view to the production of "Becket" about the year 1879. Twelve years later the manager of the Lyceum determined to mount the play, and, having of course obtained the permission of the author, it was performed for the first time on the 6th of Februrary, 1893. Its success was instantaneous and unequivocal, and Irving, in all his long and brilliant career, has done nothing finer than his masterly impersonation of the great statesman-priest who is the central and commanding figure of the drama. Tennyson died on October the 6th, 1892, without having the gratifica-
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